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Autonomous Systems Report  
Focuses on Social, Legal and  
Ethical Issues
[ news ] A report published by Britain’s 
Royal Academy of Engineering focuses on au-
tonomous road vehicles, 
and personal care and 
support in the form of 
artificial companions.

Kuka Shareholder/
Board Revolt  
Stems From Overre-
liance on the  
Automotive Industry
[ academics & re-
search ] Is this com-
pany’s management too 
inflexible to change or 
a one that recognizes 
that applications for its 
products outside the 
automotive sector simply 
do not exist? Probably a 
little of both. 

Bossa Nova Robotics Unveils First Line 
of Personal Entertainment Robots
[ personal robotics ] Pittsburgh-based spinoff 
from Carnegie Mellon University’s Robotics 
Institute features revolutionary ‘Ani-Motion’ 
technology that encourages interactive play. 

iRobot Selects TYZX Vision  
Systems for Advanced Sensing  
on Military Robots
[ security & defense ] Feature helps un-
manned ground vehicles (UGV) avoid obsta-
cles and manipulate sensitive objects.

Bluefin-12 AUV Chosen to Facilitate  
Ocean Technology Test Bed
[ service robotics ] Mass.-based manufacturer 
contracts with University of Victoria’s Ocean 
Technology Lab for research AUV.

Zappos.com Expands its Kiva Order 
Fulfillment System
[ service robotics ] Leading Internet 
retailer stays one step ahead of unit  
volumes by deploying ‘just in time’ pick- 
pack equipment.

Naval Research Laboratory’s  
XFC UAS Achieves Flight Milestone
[ news ] A fuel cell-powered unmanned 
aerial vehicle demonstrates the ability to  
serve as both a surveillance and reconnais-
sance platform.

Autonomous Systems Report Focuses on  
Social, Legal and Ethical Issues

[ news ] A report on the social, legal and ethical issues 

surrounding autonomous systems has been published 

by Britain’s Royal Academy of Engineering. The report 

focuses on two areas - transport, in terms of autonomous 

road vehicles and personal care and support, in the form 

of artificial companions and “smart homes”. What about 

military systems? Maybe next time. Still,  

it is a very interesting read.
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